B. A. 5" Semester (Honours) Examination, 2020 (CBCS)
Subject: Philosophy
Paper : DSE-2

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks-60

The figures in the right hand margin indicate full marks.
Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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1. Answer any six of the following: 5x6=30
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(a) What is sense-data, according to Russell? Explain.
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(b) Can we doubt the existence of sense-data experienced by us in the same way that we can
doubt the existence of physical objects? Discuss.
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(c) What is matter, according to Leibniz and Berkeley?
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(d) Distinguish, following Russell, between knowledge of truths and knowledge of things.
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(e) Write a short note on knowledge by acquaintance.
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() Explain Russell’s view that our knowledge of a table is knowledge by description.
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(g) How does Russell show that the inductive principle is not capable of being proved by an
appeal to experience?
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(h) Why does Russell think that light is not a form of wave motion?
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2. Answer amy three of the following: 10x3=30
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(a) Explain, following Russell, the distinction between the appearance of a table and the real
table (if there is one).
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(b) Why does Russell think that it is rational to believe that our sense-data are really signs of

existence of something independent of us?
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(c) How does Russell show that Berkeley’s grounds for supposing that ideas must be mental
have no validity?
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(d) Explain Russell’s view that proper names are really descriptions.
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(e) Is there any reason for believing in the uniformity of nature, according to Russell?
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