Chapter Seven

Postcolonial Studies

E he much-debated term “postcolonial” generally pep,,
Twriting/culture of nations/peoples/cultures whq Mirs snto
colonised by European powers. Postcolonia theory js 5, :te
tempt to uncover the colonial ideologies implicit in Europea text;
about the Other (in this case, native, non-European).)It "egb[(‘)“r‘e‘s
strategies of resistance and “independence” or a “counterdiscourse”
in native texts against colonialism. The term “postcolon;a] litera.
ture” now replaces the traditional category of “Commonwealt) |j:
erature” or “Third World literature.” Postcolonial theory looks
colonialism’s strategies of representation of the native; the episte-
mological underpinnings of colonial projects; the “writing” of colo-
nial histories; the feminisation, marginalisation and dehumanisation
of the native; the rise of nationaljst and/or nativist discourse; the
psychological effects of colonialism on both the coloniser and the
colonised; the role of apparatuses like education, English studies,
historiography, art and architecture in the “execution” of the colo-
nial project and the “transactjve” or negotiatory structure of post- -
colonialism. Homi Bhabha defines postcolonial as “that form of so-
cial criticism that bears witness to t
esses of representation by which the historical experience of the

once-c?lonised Third World comes to be framed in the West.” N0
term in postcolonia] stud

hose unequal and uneven proc-

Jameson’g descripti T W -
ption of the « hird i e
: orld” literature as
allegory.” The debates are ¢ r

. dinary
: Xtensi extraol
range of issues, ve and cover an

Scanned by CamScanner



l,‘,,.\-u'olnnia[ Studies

- 165

I Background ang Origing
Postcolonial theory may be said to have orig

- ywentieth century texts of Frantz F ~enated in the mig-

—_— . ;. anon, Aime Cega;
Memmi. hough studies of imp Csaire and Albert

. erialism have b
carlier (notably in works like V.1, Lenin’g Imp:riic]zllf?dérftaken much
‘Stage of Capitalism, 1916), it is with Fanon that stlljg: fﬁe Iglgiﬁﬂ
es in t

chological effects of colonialism really develop. M Inthe psy-
the “psychology of colonialism” (1956) wag e; ceannt::]ni S % or
area. However, it is with Edward Said’s Phenomen?ﬁ'?’“ﬂm t}}xs
@entalism (1978) and Bill Ashcroft et al’s The En:, i:e L;;n‘tlal
Back (1989) that postcolonial studies (perhaps this is apbetterr:ej
more inclusive term than postcolonial “theory”) becomes an insﬁtnu-
tional “enterprise.” Today the field is vast, and ever expanding, in-
cluding in its ambit and theoretical concerns, film and culture s,tud-
ies, language/religion, art and architecture, education systems and
curricula, displacement, Diaspora and multiculturalism, feminism,
historiography, nativism and fundamentalism, environmentalism,
the “project” of modernity and development and, more recently,

globalisation.

II Assumptions and General Methods

There are no specific “schools” in postcolonial theory (as an act
of faith, the postcolonial would resist being subsumed under ho-
mogenising categories, which would delimit and define her/him),

nor are there clear-cut methods of “postcolonial reading.” The ap-

proaches, however, show some similarities and common CONcerns

which we may summarise here.
(1) The term “postcolonial” (written, some

as “post-colonial”) indicates - .
(a) A temporal marker to suggest the age or period after coloni-
nised states. It therefore func-

sation, specifically the decolo

tions as a historical category that suggests a chrqnology——

from the colonised to the decolonised or postc?lomal. .
(b) a specific reading or analytical practice. Here it refers.to th:

intellectual or theoretical practices that emerged 1r11 e

academies where colonial texts were re-read for colonia

times, with the hyphen
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ideologies imbedded in them. In this sense,
fers to an oppositional analytic procedure.
(2) Postcolonialism/postcolo-nial theory after Edwarq Q..
the European “construction” of the East/Orient as 2 q
field called “Orientalism.” The Emw
ates” the Orient as an epistemological category before re:~
nating it militarily, politically and economically, That i By |
first produces a category designated as the Qe or t{e O?De
through certain specific practices of knowledge a¢ quisitio, laent
formation: philologic, literary, ethnographic, geograph nd

ic and g
Lot . A 0
on. This knowledge and representation relies upon a e

" Tog

pQStColomal
Te.

o : : Fies of
binary oppositions, all of which treat the native gg the negariy,
dark opposite of Europe: civilised/barbaric, white/black, Ma-

ture/immature, strong/weak, masculine/effemin
emotional, and progressive/primitive. Here the fi
fies the European, and the second (which stan
qualities rejected as inferior/or even bad by the
applies to the native. This knowledge now treated as an authep-
tic survey/history/study is then used for “material” practices
such as racial discrimination, political control, and economic
exploitation. Said’s argument thus adds a whole new dimension

to the aphorism that “knowledge is power”: here knowledge is
colonisation.

ate, rationgy
st term signi-
ds for all the
West) always

(3) Adapting ideas from poststructuralism, postcolonial studies fo-

cuses on the discursive and linguistic construction of reality.
This meant that representation of the native in Europe was
hardly “innocent” or “true,” but essentially an exercise that pre-
ceded more concrete alterations in the material reality of the na-
tive: the discourse that represented the native also ruled the s
tive. This link between representation, epistemology and pO]I,t -
cal practices becomes the subject of analysis in POStCOlor}l?l
studies. Thus the conceptual foundations of Western ix.nperlaci
ism are unravelled for their complicity in actual political "
€conomic practices. ‘ he
(4) Ashcroft and others characterise writing emerging from

) : e ma-
once-colonised nations as postcolonial. They identify three
Jor characteristics of thig postcolonial writing:

P
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(o) The abrogation of the imperia]
() The acuve appropriation of th
centre.
Ashcroft and others argue that po:
trate these common feamres of
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Asia and Africa).

(3) Postcolonial studies especially in the 1980s and 90s questioned
the nationalist resisitance to colonialism. They argued that the
nationalist resistance and stress on “cultural independe

-—
A~
e

also relied on categories that were themselves European: spe-
cifically the idea of modemnisation, development. the “nation-
state™ and democracy.

(6) Later developments added issues of ethnicity, displacement,
gender, and race as categories for analysis. Thus the postcolo-
nial arguments began to focus on how the nationalist project in
colonial times and the decolonised nation-state replicated’ ex-
tended certain fundamental oppressive structures In class, gen-
der and (in India) caste. The decolonised nation, argue the
postcolonials, under the guise of Homogenising. national sta-
bility, federalism, elide differences and perpetuate oppression
of the marginalised—the women, the lower classes/castes.
This, they argue, 1Is essentially the same technique as that of
colonialism. Under the rubric of postcolonial studies, we thus
have an ongoing attempt to retrieve histories that have b.-:‘:e_n
silenced/erased by both colonial and nationalist powers. Thxs. is
the subaltern studies project in India, which seeks 10 WITES the
history of the subaltern as against/alternative (to) the history of
the upper classes/castes, 2 “history from below.” ‘can. the

(7) Other “resistance™ struggles such as the Afro-Amernce -

ilackis : = +al. pow find increesing affinl-
gay-lesbian and the environmenial,

1 - orks mmon
ties with the postcolonial theoretical me“ ?ﬁ\-- ”’I‘he ncan e
denominator of oppression and marginalisation by ¢

_ : - \eterosexual,
imposed but questionable hierarchies (male, hetero
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white,
HoWBVera pOS
. nder on . qe . < .
snthtJI‘;So dl;m distrust of essentialising, homogemsmg Categq
pos

and master narratives (see cha[t))ter 01(1i E?Stm?dernisr.n belorxljs
lonialism seeks to move beyond the univer §al INto Jogy)
posteo lar and singular conditions/concerns. That js, they f, cu;
Eir;;c;l sites of contest§ rather generz'llised c.ategories of angly,
sis. This is postcolonialism’s eilnphaSIS Ol fhfferen?es and pay.
ticularities: such as the oppression of the.trlbal African Womay
in colonialism as compared to that experienced by the least lit. <
erate 19th century woman in Bengal. It proceeds from the as-
sumption that the experiences of these two are varied under the
same conditions of colonialism, and therefore requires different
parameters/approaches for analysis.

}9) Postcolonialism seeks to understand how oppression, resjs-
tance and adaptation have occurred during the colonial ryle
This means that postcolonialism analyses specific strategies of
power, domination, hegerpony and oppression utilised by the
coloniser in the colony. This includes a vast spectrum of is-
sues: art and architecture, economics, political philosophy and
their legal manifestations (courts, [aws), psychological states,
medical and other scientific apparatuses, the education system
and civil codes, al] of which embody, in some form or other,

1S, postcolonial studies uncovers the
differences, Othering, discrimination
ons between the European and the na-

. an) links these apparent]ly ..
Christian, hum ) y dlsparate
tcolonial studies is wary of Uniting SCatte

e umbrella. After the poststrucu,raliSt Po.

)

resisted this structure of domination.
resistance and/or complicity, collabo-

colonialigy, y ' Conscious) with colonisers, effects‘ of
ultg eh“fnaHISEd, Westernised, schizophrenic, “hy-
> Hia-natiopa|jgt identities) are analysed.
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) .
gZolonial studies analyse representations and identity for-

mations of the coloniser and the colonised in literary and cul-
tural texts. Further, the adoption of postcolonial studies as a
discipline in Western academies, the dangers of neo-
colonialism and cultural imperialism in the age of global capi-
tal and information networks, the role of the nation-state in
such a globalising context, the issues of multiculturalism are
also addressed.

Postcolonialism adopts tools from a wide range of disciplines.

psychoanalysis, feminism, poststructuralism and postmodern-

ism, historiography, Foucauldian discourse analysis, cultural

studies, anthropology, urban sociology, architectural studies,
| philosophy, reader-response theory and Marxism hav‘e__ all con-

tributed to the theoretical rigour of postcolonial studies.

After a sketch of the basic assumptions and issues iﬂ%tcolo-
nial studies, we may now look at the principal thinkers in the area.
The theorists discussed here include Frantz Fanon, Aime Cesaire,
Albert Memmi, O. Mannoni, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Edward Said,
Gayatri Spivak, Aijaz Ahmad and Homi Bhabha. Later sections in-
clude discussion of the subaltern studies project and historiography,
women and colonialism, the role of English studies, aesthetics and

other discourses.

III Key Concepts and Thinkers
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