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Feminism

Feminist protesters at the International Women's
Strike in Parona, Argentina. (March, 2019).
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Feminism is a ronge of social movements,

political movements, and ideologies that

aim to define, establish, and achieve the
political, economic, personal, and social

equality of the sexeslallZBI4S) Fominism

incorporotes the position that societies
prioritize the male point of view, anhd
that women are treoted unfairly within
those societies® Efforts to change that
include fighting gender stereotypes ond
seeking to establish educational ond
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professional opportunities for women that

are equal to those for men,

Feminist movements have compaighed. and

continue to campaigh for women's rights,

including the right to vote, to hold

public office, to work, to earnh fair wages,

equal pay aond eliminote the gender poy
gap, to owh property, to receive
education, to enter contracts, to have
equal rights within marriage, and to hove

maternity leave, Feminists have also

worked to ehsure access to legal
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obortions and social integration and to

protect womenh ond girls from rape, sexual
harassment, and. domestic violence M1

Changes in dress and acceptable physical
activity have often been part of feminist

movements. 8

Some scholars consider feminist compaighs
to be a main force behind major
historical societal changes for women's
rights, porticularly in the West, where
they are hear—uhiversolly credited with

achieving women's suffrage, gender—neutral
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Language, reproductive rights for womeh
(including access to contraceptives and
abortion), and the right to enter into

contracts and. own property ! Although

feminist advocacy is, and has been, mainly
focused on women's rights, some feminists,

including bell hooks, argue for the

inclusion of men's liberation within its

aims, because they believe that men are

also harmed by troditionol gender

roles 1A Feminist theory, which emerged

from feminist mouvements, aims to
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understand the nature of gender
inequality by examining women's social
roles and Llived experience; it hos
developed theories in a variety of
disciplines in order to respond. to issues

concerning genderHHl2]

Numerous feminist movements ond.
ideologies have developed over the years
ond. represent different viewpoints ahd
aims, Some forms of feminism hove been
criticized for taking into account only
white, middle class, and college—



educated perspectives, This criticism led
to the creation of ethnically specific or
multicultural forms of feminism, including

black feminism and intersectional

feminism 13l

History

Terminology
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rerkins (giltmaon

wrote obout
feminism for the
Atlonta
Constitution, 10

December 1916,

After selling her
home, Emmeline

Pankhurst,

pictured in New
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York City in
1913, troveled
constantly, giving
speeches

t hroughout
Britain and the
United States.
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In the

Netherlonds,

Wilhelmina
Drucker (184 /-
1925) fought
successfully for
the vote and
equal rights for
women, through

organizations she
founded.,
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former French
Minister of
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yreutest wil

hardest

ochievement,

along with other

Parisian
suffragettes in
1935, The

hewspoper
headline reads
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"l he
Frenchwoman
Must \ote."

Charles Fourier, o utopian socialist and
French philosopher, is credited with
having coined the word "féminisme" in
183754 The words "féminisme"
("feminism") ond. "féministe" ("feminist")

first appeared in France and the

Netherlonds in 1872121 Great Britain in
the 1890s, and the United States in

1910 16U The Oxford. English Dictionary
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Lists 1852 as the year of the first
oppearance of "feminist"USl ond 1895 for
"feminism" Y2 Depending on the historical
moment, culture ond country, feminists
around the world have had different
causes and goals. Most western feminist
historians contend. thot all movements
working to obtain women's rights should be
considered feminist movements, even when

they did not Cor do hot) apply the term
[201(211[22]1(231(241(25] Other

to themseluves,

historions assert that the term should be



Limited to the modern feminist mouvement
and its descendants, Those historions use
the label "protofeminist’ to describe

earlier movementsl2el

Waves

The history of the modern western

feminist movement is divided into four

"waves" 228129 The +irst comprised
women's suffroge mouvements of the 19th

ond eorly—20th centuries, promoting
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women's right to vote, [he second wave,

the women's liberation movement, began in
the 1960s and campoigned for legal and

social equality for womeh, In or around
1992, o third wave wos identified,
charocterized by a focus onh individuality
and diversity B The fourth wave, From

around. 2012, used social media to combat

sexuol harossment, violence against women

ond rape culture; it is best known for

the Me Too movement 2l
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19th and early—20th centuries

First—wave feminism was o period of
activity during the 19th and eorly—20th
centuries, In the UK and US, it focused
oh the promotion of equal contract,
marrioge, parenting, and. property rights
for women, New legislation included the
Custody of Infants Act 1839 in the UK,

which introduced the tender vears

doctrine for child custody and gave

women the right of custody of their

children for the first time 3213313%]
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Other Llegislotion, such os the Married
Women's Property Act 1870 in the UK
and. extended in the 1882 Act /32

became models for similor legislation in

other British territories, Victoria passed
Legislation in 1884 and New South Wales
in 1889; the remaining Australion colonies
passed. similar legislation between 1890
ond 1897, With the turn of the 19th
century, activism focused primarily on
gaining political power particularly the
right of women's suffroge, though some
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feminists were active 1h campaighing for
womeh's sexual, reproductive, and econhomic

rights too3%)

Women's suffroge (the right to vote and

stand for parliomentary office) began in
Britain's Australasion colonies ot the
close of the 19th century, with the self—
governing colonies of New Zealond
granting women the right to vote in 1893;
South Australio followed suit in 1895,
This wos followed by Austrolio. granting

femole suffrage in 190221138l
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In Britain, the suffrogettes and
suffragists compaighed for the women's
vote, and in 1918 the Representotion of

the People Act was passed granting the
vote to women over the age of 30 who
owhed property, In 1928 this was
extended to oll women over 2131
Emmeline Pankhurst was the most nhotable
activist in England. Time named her one

of the 100 Most Important People of the
20th Century, stoting: 'she shaped an

idea of women for our time; she shook
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society into a new pattern from which
there could be no going back." % In the
US, notable leaders of this movement

included Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, and Susan B._Anthonhy, who each

campaighed for the abolition of slavery
before championing women's right to vote,

These womeh were influenced by the

Quaker theology of spiritual equality,
which asserts that meh oand women are
equal under Godtl In the US, first—

wave feminism is considered to have
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ended with the passage of the
Nineteenth Amendment to the United

States Constitution (1919), granting women

the right to vote in aoll states, The term
first wave was coined retroactively when

the term second—wave feminism come into
%6.561[42][43][44][451

During the late Qing_period and reform
movements such as the Hundred Days
Reform, Chinese feminists called for

women's liberation from traditional roles

and Neo—Confuciah gender
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segregationFOIG 8] | pter, the Chinese
Communist_Party created projects aimed
at integrating women into the workforce,
ond claimed thot the revolution had

successfully achieved women's
Liberation4L]

According to Nawar al—Hasson Golley,
Arab feminism was closely connected with
Arab nationalism, In 1899, Qasim Amin,

considered the 'father of Arab feminism,
wrote [ he Liberation of Women, which

argued. for legal and social reforms for
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women2U He drew Llinks between women's
position in Egyption society and
notionalism, leading to the development
of Cairo University and the Notionol
Movement 2l In 1923 Hoda Shaarawi

founded the Egyption Feminist Union,

became its president and a symbol of the

Arab women's rights movement =2l

The Iranion Constitutional Revolution in

1905 triggered the Iranion women's

movement, which aimed to achieve women's

equality in education, marriage, careers,
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and Legal rights=4 However, during the

Iranion revolution of 1979, many of the
rights that womenh hod gained from the

womenh's mouvement were systemotically

abolished, such as the Family Protection
[53]

Law,

In France, women obtoined the right to

vote only with the Provisional Government
of _the French Republic of 21 April 1944,
The Consultative Assembly of Algiers of
1944 proposed on 24 March 1944 +to

gront eligibility to women but following
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ah amendment by Fernond. Grenier, they

were given full citizenship, including the
right to vote, Grenier's proposition waos
adopted 51 to 16, In May 194/, Ffollowing

the November 1946 elections, the

sociologist Robert \erdier minimized the
‘gender gop', stoting in Le Populaire thot
womeh hod hot voted in a consistent way,
dividing themselues, as men, according to
social classes. During the baby boom
period, feminism waned in importonce. Wars

(both World War I and World Wor II)
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had seen the provisionol emancipotion of
some womeh, but post—war periods
sighalled the returnh to conseruotive

roles 2t

Mid—=20th century

By the mid—20th century, women still
Lacked. significont rights. In Switzerland,

womeh gained the right to vote in
federal elections in 197123 but in the

canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden womeh
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obtained the right to vote on locol issues
only in 1991, when the conton wos forced
to do so by the Federal Supreme Court
of Switzerlond 22l In Liechtenstein,

women were given the right to vote by

Three prior referendums held in 1968,
1971 and 19./3 had failed to secure

women's right to vote,
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Photograph of American women replacing men
fighting in Europe, 1945

Feminists continued to caompaigh for the
reform of family laws which gove
husbands control over their wives,
Although by the 20th century coverture
had been abolished in the UK and US, in

mony continental European countries

married women still had very few rights,
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For instance, in France, morried women
did not receive the right to work without
their husband's permission until
196551581 Fominists have also worked to

obolish the  marital exemption” in rape

Laws which precluded the prosecution of

husbonds for the rape of their wives=L

Earlier efforts by first—wave feminists

such as Voltairine de Cleyre, Victoria

Woodhull and Elizabeth Clarke

Wolstenholme Elmy to criminalize marital

rape in the late 19th century had
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o;LeQUOl +his as only achieved a

faile
century later in most Western countries,
but is still not achieved in many other

parts of the worlde4

French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir

provided a Marxist solution and an
existentialist view on mony of the
questions of feminism with the publication
of Le Deuxieme Sexe (The Second Sex)
in 194931 The book expressed feminists'
sense of injustice. Second—wave feminism

is a feminist movement beginning in the
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early 19608t ond continuing to the
present; as such, it coexists with third—
wave feminism, Second—wave feminism is
Largely concerned with issues of equality
beyond. suffrage, such as ending gender
discrimination3°!

Second—wave feminists see women's
cultural and political ihequalities as
inextricobly Llinked ond encourage womeh
to understand. aspects of their personal
Lives as deeply politicized and as

reflecting sexist power structures., | he
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feminist activist ahd author Carol Hanisch
coined the slogon "The Personal is
Political", which became synonymous with

the second waye HAL6S]

Second— and third—wove feminism in China
has been characterized by a
reexomination of women's roles during the
commuhist revolution ond other reform
movements, ahd hew discussions about
whether women's equality has actually

been fully ochieved 2L
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In 1956, President Gamal Abdel Nasser
of Egypt initioted "state feminism', which

outlawed discriminotion based on gender

ond gronted women's suffroge, but also
blocked political activism by feminist
Leaderst®®! During Sadat’s presidency, his
wife, Jehan Sadat, publicly advocated
further women's rights, though Egyption
policy ond society began to move away
from womeh's equality with the nhew
Islamist movement and growing

conservatismiel However, some octivists
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proposed. a hew feminist movement, Lslamic

feminism, which argues for women's

equality within on Islomic framework oS!

In Latin America, revolutions brought

changes in women's stotus ih countries such
as Nicarogua, where feminist ideology
during_the Sandinista Revolution aided

womeh's quality of life but fell short of

achieving a social and ideological

change &1
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In 1963, Betty Friedan's book The
Feminine Mystique helped voice the

discontent that American women felt, The
book is widely credited with sparking the
beginning of second—wave feminism in the

United Stotes“ Within ten years, women

made up over half the First World

workforce ML

Late 20th aond early—2lst centuries

T hird—wave feminism
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Feminist, author and social activist bell hooks (b,
1952),

T hird—wave feminism is traced to the

emergence of the Riot grrbl feminist punk
subculture in Olympia, Washington, in the
early 1990sH43) ond to Anita Hill's

televised testimony in 1991—to an all-—

mole, oll—white Senate Judiciary
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Committee—that Clarence T homas,

nominated. for the Supreme Court of the

United. States, had sexually harassed. her

The term third wave is credited to
Rebecca Walker, who responded to
Thomas's oppointment to the Supreme
Court with on article in Ms. mogozine,
"Becoming the Third Wave" (1992) AL

She wrote:

So I write this as a plea to all
women, especially women of my
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generation: Let Thomas’
confirmation serve to remind
you, as it did me, that the fight is
far from over. Let this dismissal
of a woman's experience move
you to anger. Turn that outrage
into political power. Do not vote
for them unless they work for
us. Do not have sex with them,
do not break bread with them,
do not nurture them if they



don't prioritize our freedom to
control our bodies and our lives.
I am not a post-feminism
feminist. I am the Third
Wave.lZ4]

Third—wave feminism also sought to
challenge or auvoid whot it deemed the

second wave's essentialist definitions of

femininity, which, third—wave feminists

argued, over—emphosized the experiences
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of upper middle—class white women,
Third—wave feminists often focused on

"'micro—politics' and challenged the

second wave's paradigm as to whot was, or
was hot, good for womeh, and tended to
use Qa post—structuralist interpretation of

Qender ond. sexualit ylf_36][76][77][78]

Feminist leaders rooted in the second
wave, such as Gloria Anzaldiq, bell hooks,

Chela Sandoval, Cherrie Moraga, Audre
Lorde, Maxine Hong Kingston, and mony

other non—white feminists, sought to
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hegotiote a space within feminist thought

for consideration of race—reloted

sub_jectivities LA T i d—que
feminism also contained internal debates
between difference feminists, who believe
that there are important psychologicol
differences between the sexes, and those
who believe that there are ho inherent
psychological differences between the
sexes and contend that gender roles are

due to social conditioning 8l

Stondpoint theory
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Stondpoint theory 1is a feminist
theoretical point of view stating that a
person's sociol position influences their
knowledge. This perspective argues that
research and theory treat women ond. the
feminist movement as insighificant ond
refuses to see traditional science as
unbiased B4 Since the 1980s, standpoint
feminists have oargued thot the feminist
movement should address global issues
(such as rape, incest, and prostitution)

and. culturally specific issues (such as
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female genital mutilotion in some parts of
Africa and Arab societies, as well as
glass ceiling proctices that impede
womeh's advancement in developed
economies) in order to understand how

gender inequality interacts with racism,

homophobia, classism ond colonization inh a

"matrix_of domination" 8316%]

Fourth—wave feminism


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Female_genital_mutilation
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Africa
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Arab_societies
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_ceiling
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homophobia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonization
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrix_of_domination
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Iru%C3%B1eko_bortxaketaren_auzia_5.jpg

Protest against La Monada sexual obuse case
sentence in Pamplona, 2018

2017 Women's March, Washington, D.C,
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Fourth—wave feminism refers to a
resurgence of interest in feminism thot
began around 2012 and is associated with
the use of social medin!82l According to
feminist scholar Prudence Chamberlain,
the focus of the fourth wave is Jjustice

for womeh and. opposition to sexual

harassment ond violence against women. Its
essence, she writes, is incredulity that

certain attitudes con still exist" 8¢l

Fourth—wave feminism is 'defined by

technology", according to Kira Cochrane,


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_harassment
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence_against_women
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kira_Cochrane

ond. is characterized particularly by the

use of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube, Tumblr, ond blogs such as

Feministing to challenge misogyny ond
[851[871(88](85]

further gender equality,

Issues that fourth—wave feminists focus on
include street ond workplace harassment,
compus sexual assault and rape culture,
Scandals involuing the harassment, abuse,
ond murder of women ond girls hove

galvanized the mouvement., These have
included the 2012 Delhi gang_rope, 2012
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Jimmy Savile allegations, the Bill Cosby

allegations, 2014 Isla Vista killings, 2016
trial of Jian Ghomeshi, 201/ Harvey

Weinstein allegations and subsequent

Weinstein effect, and the 2017
Westminster sexuol scandals'8%

Exomples of fourth—wave feminist
compaighs include the Everyday Sexism
Project, No More Page 3, Stop Bild
Sexism, Mattress Performance, 10 Hours of
Walking_in NYC as a Woman,
H#HYesAllWomen, Free the Nipple, One
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Billion Rising, the 2017 Women's March,
the 2018 Women's March, and the #MeToo

movement, In December 2017, Time

magazine chose several prominent female
activists involued in the HMeToo
movement, dubbed "the silence breokers',

os Person of the Yeoqr 2917l

Postfeminism

The term postfeminism is used to

describe a range of viewpoints reacting to

feminism since the 1980s. While not being
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‘anti—feminist’, postfeminists believe that
womeh have achieved second wave goals
while being critical of third— and
fourth—wave feminist goals. The term was
first used to describe o backlash ogainst
second—wove feminism, but it is now a
Label for a wide ronge of theories that
toke critical approoches to previous
feminist discourses ond. includes
challenges to the second wave's ideas 22
Other postfeminists soy that feminism is

no Longer relevant to today's society 23]



Amelia Jones has written thot the

postfeminist texts which emerged in the
1980s and. 1990s portrayed second—wave
feminism os o. monolithic entity 2
Dorothy Chunh notes a 'blaming horrotive”
under the postfeminist moniker where

feminists are undermined for continuing to

moke demonds for gender equality inh a
'post—feminist’ society, where 'gender
equality has (already) been achieved.
According to Chunn, 'many feminists have

voiced disquiet about the ways in which
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rights and equality discourses are how

used. against them," 221

Theory

Feminist theory is the extension of
feminism into theoretical or philosophical
fields, It enhcompasses work in a variety

of disciplines, including anthropology,

sociology, economics, women's studies,

Literary criticismBOIII opt history, 28
psychoanalysis T and philosophy HOCILIOL
Feminist theory aims to understond
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gender inequality and focuses oh gender

politics, power relations, and sexuality,
While providing a critique of these social
oand. political relations, much of feminist
theory also focuses oh the promotion of
women's rights and interests, T hemes
explored in feminist theory include
discrimination, stereotyping,

objectification (especially sexual

obJjectification), oppression, anhd
patriorchy U2l Tn the field of Literary

criticism, Elaine Showalter describes the
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development of feminist theory as having
three phoses. The first she calls
'feminist critique’, ih which the feminist
reader examines the ideologies behind
Literary phenomena. The second Showalter
calls "gynocriticism’, in which the "woman
is producer of textual meaning’. The Llast
phase she calls "gender theory", in which
the "ideological inscription and the
Literory effects of the sex/gender system

are explored"H22)
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This was paralleled in the 1970s by
French feminists, who developed. the

concept of écriture féeminine (which

translates as ‘femole or feminine

writing )24 Helene Cixous argues that
writing ond philosophy ore phallocentric
ond olong with other French feminists
such as Luce Irigaray emphasize "writing
from the body" as a subversive
exercise T4 The work of Julia Kristeva, a
feminist psychoanalyst and philosophet,
and Bracha EttingerH93l ortist and
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psychoonalyst, has influenced feminist

theory in general and feminist Lliterary

criticism in particular. However, as the
scholor Elizobeth Wright points out, 'none
of these French feminists align
themselues with the feminist movement as
it oppeared in the Anglophone
world"F2U0%] Moo recent feminist

theory, such as that of Lisa Lucile
Owens 193 haos concentrated on
characterizing feminism as a universal

emoncipatory mouvement,
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Movements and ideologies

The merged Venus symbol with raised fist is a
common symbol of radical feminism, ohe of the
mouvements within feminism

Maony overlopping feminist movements and

ideologies have developed over the years,
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Political movements

Some branches of feminism closely track
the political leanings of the larger
society, such as liberalism and
conservatism, or focus oh the environment,

Liberal, feminism seeks individualistic

equality of menh and women through
political ond legal reform without
altering the structure of society,
Catherine Rottenberg has argued thot the
neoliberal shirt in Liberal feminism has

led to that form of feminism being


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_feminism

individualized rother than collectivized
ond becoming detached from sociol
inequality198l Due to this she argues
thot Liberal Feminism cannot offer any
sustained analysis of the structures of

male dominance, power or privilege 00l

Radical feminism considers the male—
controlled capitalist hierarchy as the

defining feoture of women's oppression and
the total uprooting and reconstruction of
society as hecessary - Conservative

feminism is conservative relative to the



https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radical_feminism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_conservative_feminisms

society in which it resides, Libertarian

feminism conceives of people as self—

owhers and therefore aos entitled to

freedom from coercive interference HL

Separatist feminism does hot support

heterosexual relationships, Lesbion
feminism is thus closely reloted. Other
feminists criticize Seporatist feminism Qs
sexist 1 Ecofeminists see men's control
of land as responsible for the oppression
of womeh and destruction of the nhatural

ehvirohment; ecofeminism has been
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criticized for focusing too much oh a
mystical conhhection between women and

hature .m

Maoterialist ideologies

Rosemary Hennessy and Chrys Ingraham
say thot moterialist forms of feminism
grew out of Western Marxist thought and
have inspired o number of different (but
overlopping) movements, all of which are

involved in a critique of capitalism and


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemary_Hennessy

are focused on ideology’s relationship to

womenH9 Marxist feminism argues that

capitalism is the root cause of women's
oppression, and that discrimination against
womeh in domestic life and employment is

an effect of capitalist ideologies 1

Socialist feminism distinguishes itself
from Marxist feminism by arguing that
women's Liberation can only be achieved
by working to end both the economic and
cultural sources of women's oppression il

Anarcha—feminists believe thot class
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struggle and anarchy ogainst the state'll4]

require struggling against patriorchy,

which comes from involuntary hierarchy.

Block and postcoloniol ideologies

Sara. Ahmed argues that Black ond

Postcolonial feminisms pose o challenge
to some of the orgonizing premises of
Western feminist thought." 2! During much

of its history, feminist mouements anhd

theoretical developments were led
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predominantly by middle—class white

womeh from Western Europe and North
(/910831114 ] Howeuver

America, women of
other races have proposed alterhative
feminisms 83! This trend accelerated. in
the 1960s with the civil rights movement
in the United States and the collopse of
European colonialism in Africa, the
Caribbean, parts of Latin America, and

Southeast Asia, Since thot time, womeh in

developing_nations ond former colonies

ond who are of colour or various
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ethnicities or Lliving in poverty have

proposed. additional feminisms !

(15]016]

Womanism emerged after early

feminist movements were largely white
and. middle—class Postcolonial
feminists argue thot coloniol oppression
ond Western feminism marginalized
postcolonial women but did not turn them

passive or voicelesst3! Third—world

feminism and Indigenous feminism are

closely related to postcolonial

feminismtt These ideas also correspond
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with ideas in African feminism,
motherism Stiwanism, e
negofeminism{ femalism, transhational

feminism, and. Africano. womanism129)

Social constructionist ideologies

In the late twentieth century various
feminists began to argue that gender
roles are socially constructed H2UU221 5nd

thot it is impossible to generalize

womeh's experiences across cultures and
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historiesd23] Post—structural feminism
draws onh the philosophies of post—
structuralism ond deconstruction in order
to argue thot the concept of gender is

created socially and culturally through

discourse 124 Postmodern feminists also
emphasize the social construction of
gender ond the discursive hature of
reality;H2l however, as Pamela Abbott et
al. note, a. postmoderh approach to

feminism highlights "the existence of
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multiple truths (rather than simply men

and. women’s standpoints)" 122

Transgender people

Feminist views oh transgender people

differ Some feminists do hot view trahs

women as women 22 beieying that
they hove male privilege due to their
sex_assignment at birth1281 Additionally,
some feminists reject the concept of

transgender identity due to views that
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all behavioral differences between
genders are a result of socializationH2?)
In contrast, other feminists ond
tronsfeminists believe that the Lliberotion
of trans women 1S Q hecessary part of

feminist goolsH2Y Third—wave feminists

are overall more supportive of trans
rightsBUUS2L A ko v concept in

transfeminism 1s of thahsMisSog ,vny,“33]
which is the irrational fear of, aversion

to, or discrimination against transgender
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womeh or feminine gender—nonconforming
(34101351

people,

CulLtural movements

Riot grrrhls took an anti—corporate stance

of self—sufficiency and self—reliance 3¢

Riot grrrl’'s emphoasis on universal femole
identity and separatism often oppears
more closely allied with second—wave
feminism thon with the third wave 3]

The movement encouraged. and made
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"‘adolescent girls' standpoints central’,
allowing them to express themselues

FullyH38) [ ipstick feminism is a cultural

feminist movement that attempts to
respond. to the backlash of second—wave
radical feminism of the 1960s ond 19770s
by recloiming symbols of "feminine"
identity such as moke—up, suggestive
clothing and hoving a sexual allure as

valid ond empowering personal
(139101401

choices.
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Demographics

According to 2014 Ipsos poll covering 15
developed countries, 53 percent of
respondents identified as feminists, and
81% agreed that 'women should be
treated equally to men in all areas
bosed on their competency, hot their
gender', However, only 55% of women
ogreed that they have "full equolity
with men and the freedom to reach their
full dreams and aspirations" Ut Taken

together, these studies reflect the
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importonce differentioting between
claiming a "feminist identity' and holding

"feminist attitudes or beliefs'Ht2l

United States of America

According to a 2015 poll, 18 percent of
Americans consider themselues feminists,
while 85 percent reported they believe
in "equality for women', Despite the
popular belief in equal rights, S2 percent
did not identify as feminist, 26 percent



were unsure, ahd four percent provided ho

response Ht3

Sociological research shows thot, in the
US, increased educational ottainment is
associoted with greater support for
feminist issues. In addition, politically
Liberol people are more Llikely to support

feminist ideals compared to those who
(4410045]

are cohservative,

United Kingdom



According to numerous polls, 7% of
Britons consider themselves feminists, with
83% soying they support equality of
opportuhity for womeh — this included

even higher support from men (86%) thon
women (8]%).“46]“47]

Sexuality

Feminist views oh sexuality vary, and have

differed by historical period and by
cultural context, Feminist attitudes to

female sexuality have tokenh o few
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different directions, Matters such as the
sex_industry, sexual representation in the
medio, and issues regarding consent to sex
under conditions of male dominance have
been particulorly controversial among
feminists, This debate has culminoted in
the late 1970s and the 1980s, in what

come to be knhowh os the feminist sex

wars, which pitted anti—porhography

feminism ogainst sex—positive feminism, and

parts of the feminist movement were

deeply divided by these
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debates1481147]150JUS1US2] Feminists houe

takenh a variety of positions onh different
aspects of the sexual revolution from the
1960s and. 70s, Over the course of the
1970s, a large number of influentiol

womeh accepted lesbion and bisexual

women as part of Jce/v'nLnism.“SJ

Sex industry

Opinions on the sex industry are diverse,

Feminists critical of the sex industry
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generally see it as the exploitative
result of patriarchal social structures
which reinforce sexual and cultural
attitudes complicit ih rape and sexual
harassment, Alternately, feminists who
support ot least part of the sex inhdustry
argue that it con be a medium of
feminist expression oand a means for women
to take control of their sexuality. For
the views of feminism on male prostitutes

see the article on male prostitution,
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Feminist views of porhography range from
condemnation of pornogrophy as a form of
violence against women, to an embracing

of some forms of porhogrophy as a medium
U48101491015010151101521]

of feminist expression.
Similarly, feminists views oh prostitution
vary, ronging from critical to

supportive L154]

Affirming female sexual autonomy
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For feminists, a woman's right to control
her own sexuality is a key issue.

Feminists such as Catharine MacKinhon

argue that women have very Llittle control
over their own bodies, with female
sexuality being largely controlled ond
defined by men in potriarchal societies,
Feminists argue thot sexuol violence
committed by men is often rooted in
ideologies of male sexual entitlement and
that these systems grant women very few

Legitimate options to refuse sexual
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advoncest=22ls6) Fominists argue that all
cultures are, in one way or another
dominated by ideologies that largely
deny womeh the right to decide how to
express their sexuality, because men
under patriarchy feel entitled to define
sex onh their own terms, |his entitlement
can take different forms, depending on
the culture. In conservative ond religious
cultures marrioge is regarded as an
institution which requires a wife to be

sexually availoble ot all times, virtually
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without Llimit; thus, forcing or coercing

sex oh a wife is hot considered a crime
15710058] 1,

or evenh on obusive behaviour
more Lliberal cultures, this entitlement
takes the form of a generol sexualization
of the whole culture. This is played out
in the sexual objectification of women,
with pornhography ond other forms of
sexuol entertainment creating the fantosy
that all women exist solely for men's
sexuol pleasure and that womeh are

readily available ond desiring to engoge
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in sex at ahy time, with ahy man, oh a

mon's termst=L [159)

Scilence

Sandro. Harding says thot the "morol ond
political insights of the women's movement
have inspired. social scientists and
biologists to raise critical questions about
the ways traditionol researchers have
explained gender, sex and relations within
ond between the social and naturol
worlds "1 Some feminists, such as Ruth
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Hubbard and Evelyn Fox Keller, criticize

traditional scientific discourse as being
historically biased towoards a male
perspective Ol A port of the feminist
research agenda. is the examination of the
ways in which power inequities are
created or reinforced in scientific ond
acodemic institutionst®Z Physicist Lisa
Randall, oppointed to a task force at
Horvord by then—president Lawrence
Summers ofter his controversial discussion

of why women moy be underrepresented in
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science and engineering, said, "I Jjust want
to see a whole bunch more womenh enter
the field so these issues don't have to

come up anymore, "6l

Lynn Honkinson Nelson notes that feminist
empiricists find fundamental differences
between the experiences of men and
womeh, Thus, they seek to obtain
knowledge through the examination of the
experiences of womeh and. to 'uncover the
consequences of omitting, misdescribing, or

devoluing them' to account for a range of



humon experience N8t Another part of the
feminist research agendo. is the uncovering
of ways in which power inequities are
created or reinforced in society and in
scientific and academic institutionsHe2l
Furthermore, despite calls for greater
attention to be paid to structures of
gender inequity in the academic
Literoture, structural analyses of gender
bios rarely aoppear in highly cited

psychological journals, especially in the



commonly studied areas of psychology ond

personal ity 6]

One criticism of feminist epistemology is
thot it allows social and political values
to influence its findings1e2l Suson Haack
also points out thot feminist epistemology
reinforces traditional stereotypes about
women's thinking (as intuitive and
emotional, etc.); Meera Nonda further
cautions that this may in fact trop women
within "traditional gender roles and help

justify patriarchy" el
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Biology and gender

Modern feminism challenges the
essentiolist view of gender as

biologically intrinsicle8IeI] For oxomple,
Anne Fausto—Sterling's book, Myths of
Gender, explores the assumptions

embodied in scientific research that

support a. biologically essentialist view of
gendert? Tn Delusions of Gender,
Cordelio Fine disputes scientific evidence

thot suggests that there is an innate
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biological difference between men's and
women's minds, asserting instead that
cultural and societal beliefs are the
reason for differences between individuols
thot ore commonly perceived os sex

differencest L

Feminist psychology

Feminism in psychology emerged as o
critique of the dominant male outlook on

psychological research where only male



perspectives were studied with all male
subjects, As women earhed doctorates in
psychology, females and their issues were
introduced as legitimate topics of study,
Feminist psychology emphosizes sociol
context, Lived experience, and qualitative
analysistt2 Projects such as Psychology’s

Feminist \oices have emerged to
catologue the influence of feminist

psychologists on the discipline 13l

Culture
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Architecture

Gender—based inquiries into and
conceptualization of architecture have
also come obout, leading to feminism in
modern architecture. Piyush Mathur coined
the term "archigenderic’. Claiming that
‘architectural planning has an inextricable
Link with the defining and regulation of
gender roles, responsibilities, rights, and
Limitations', Mathur came up with that
term 'to explore .. the meaning of

‘architecture’ in terms of gender' ond "to
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explore the meoning of ‘gender’ in terms

of architecture" Lt

Businesses

Feminist activists have established a
range of feminist businesses, including
women's bookstores, feminist credit unions,
feminist presses, feminist mail—order
catalogs, ond feminist restauronts, | hese

businesses flourished as part of the


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_businesses

second. and third—waves of feminism 1in
the 1970s, 1980s, and. 1990sLL21L0]

\Visual arts

Corresponding with general developments
within feminism, and often including such
self—organizing toctics as the
conscioushess—raising group, the mouement
began in the 1960s ond flourished

throughout the 1970sHA Jeremy Strick,
director of the Museum of Contemporary.
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Art in Los Angeles, described the

feminist art movement as 'the most
influentiol international mouement of any
during the postwor period”, and Peggy
Phelon says that it 'brought obout the
most far—reaching transformations in both
artmaking and ort writing over the past
four decades" L Feminist artist Judy
Chicago, who created The Dinner Party, o

set of wulva—themed ceramic plates in
the 19770s, said in 2009 to ARThews,

"There is still an institutional log and an
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insistence on a male Eurocentric narrative,
We are trying to change the future: to
get girls and boys to realize that
womenh's art is hot an exception—it's a
normal part of art history," 8l A feminist
approach to the visual arts has most

recently developed through Cyberfeminism

ond the posthuman turh, giving voice to
the ways 'contemporary female artists are
dealing with gender, social media and the

notion of embodiment" L2l
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Literature

Octavia Butler, award—winning feminist science
fiction author

The feminist movement produced feminist

fiction, feminist hon—fiction, and feminist

poetry, which created hew interest in

women's writing. It also prompted a
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general reevaluation of women's historical
onhd. academic contributions in respohse to
the belief thot women's lives and
contributions have been underrepresented
as areas of scholarly interest 18U There
has also been o close link between
feminist Literature and activism, with
feminist writing typically voicing key
concerns or ideas of feminism in a

particular era,

Much of the early period of feminist

Literary scholarship was given over to the
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rediscovery and reclomotion of texts
written by women. In Western feminist
Literary scholarship, Studies Llike Dale
Spender’'s Mothers of the Novel (1986)
ond Jane Spencer’'s The Rise of the
Woman Novelist (1986) were ground—
breoking in their insistence that women

have alwoys been writing.

Commensurate with this growth in
scholorly interest, various presses begon
the task of reissuing long—out—of—print

texts, Virago Press began to publish its
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Large Llist of 19th and early—20th—
century hovels in 1975 and became one of
the first commerciol presses to join in
the project of reclomation, In the 1980s
Pandora Press, responsible for publishing
Spender’s study, issued a companion Lline
of 18th—century novels written by

womend8 More recently, Broaduiew Press

continues to issue 18th— and 19th—century
hovels, many hitherto out of print, and

the University of Kentucky has o series

of republications of early women's hovels.
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Particular works of Lliterature have come
to be knownh as key feminist texts, A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman

(1792) by Mary Wollstonecraft, is one of
the eaorliest works of feminist philosophy.
A Room of One's Qwn (1929) by Virginia

Woolf, is hoted in its argument for both a

Literal and figural space for women
writers within a Lliterary tradition

dominated by patriarchy,

The widespread interest in womeh's

writing is related to a generol
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reassessment ahd expansion of the Lliterary

canon. Interest in post—colonial,
Literatures, gay_ond Llesbian Lliterature,

writing by people of colour, working
people’s writing, and the cultural
productions of other historically
marginolized groups hos resulted in a
whole scole expansion of whot is
considered “literature”, and genres
hitherto hot regarded as "literary’, such
as children's writing, jourhals, letters,

travel writing, ond many others are how
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the subjects of scholarly

interest USQUUSZIS3] Most gonres and
subgenres have undergone o similar
analysis, so literary studies have entered
hew territories such as the "female

184 ]

gothic or women's science fiction,

According to Elyce Roe Helford, "Science
fiction and fantasy serve as important
vehicles for feminist thought, porticularly
as bridges between theory and
practice,' U182 Feminist science fiction is

sometimes tought at the university level
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to explore the role of social constructs
in understanding genderH8el Notoble texts
of this kind are Ursula K._Le Guin's The
Left Hand of Darkness (1969), Joanna
Russ’ The Female Mon (1970), Octavia
Butler's Kindred (1979) and Margaret
Atwood's Handmaid's Tale (1985),

Feminist nonfiction has played an

important role in voicing concerns about
womeh's Lived experiences, For example,
Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged

Bird Sings was extremely influential, as
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it represented the specific racism anhd
sexism experienced by black womeh

growing up in the United StatesH8Z

In addition, many feminist movements have
embroced poetry as a vehicle through
which to communicate feminist ideas to
public audiences through anthologies,
poetry collections, and public

readings188]

Moreover, historical pieces of writing by

womenh have been used by feminists to
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speak about what women's Lives would
have been like in the past, while
demonstrating the power that they held
ond. the impact they had in their
communities even centuries agotSH An
importont figure in the history of women
in relation to literoture is Hrothsvitha.
Hrothsvitha wos o canoness from 935 —
973189 o5 the first female poetess in
the Germon lands, and first femole
historion Hrothsvitha is one of the few

people to speok about women's lives from
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a woman's perspective during the Middle

Ages[l‘?l]

Music

American jozz singer ond songwriter Billie Holiday
in New York City in 1947
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Women's music (or womynh's music or

wimmin's music) is the music by women, for
women, and. about women"2l The genre
emerged as a musical expression of the
second—wave feminist movementdi3l gs
well as the Llabour, civil rights, and
peace movementstiH The movement was
started by lesbians such as Cris

Williamson, Meg_Christion, and Margie

Adam, African—American womeh QCtivists

such as Bernice Johnson Reagon and her

group Sweet Honey inh the Rock, and
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peace activist Holly NearHIH Women's
music also refers to the wider industry
of womeh's music that goes beyond the
performing artists to include studio
musicions, producers, sound engineers,
technicians, cover artists, distributors,
promoters, and festival orgonizers who are

also women"2Riot grrrl is an

underground feminist hardcore punk
movement described in the cultural

movements sectionh of this article,


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holly_Near
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Studio_musicians
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Record_producer
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sound_engineer
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technician
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Promoter_(entertainment)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riot_grrrl
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underground_music
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hardcore_punk

Feminism became a principal concerh of

musicologists in the 19808123 os part of

the New Musicology. Prior to this, in the

19770s, musicologists were beginning to
discover women composers and performers,
ond had begun to review concepts of
canoh, genius, genre and periodization from
a feminist perspective. In other words,
the question of how women musicions fit
into traditional music history wos how

being asked 122l Through the 1980s and
1990s, this trend continued os
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musicologists Llike Susan McClary, Marcia
Citron and Ruth Solie began to consider
the cultural reasons for the marginalizing
of womenh from the received body of
work, Concepts such as music as gendered
discourse; professionalism; reception of
women's music; examinotion of the sites of
music production; relotive wealth and

education of women; popular music studies

in relation to women's identity;
patriarchal ideas ih music analysis; and

hotions of gender and difference are
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among the themes examined during this

While the music industry has long been
opeh to having women in performance or
entertainment roles, women are much less
Likely to have positions of authority, such

as being the Leader of an orchestra el

In popular music, while there are many
womeh singers recording songs, there are
very few womeh behind the audio console

acting as music producers, the individuals
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who direct and manoge the recording

processH

Cinema

Feminist cinema, advocoting or illustrating
feminist perspectives, arose largely with
the development of feminist film theory
in the lote '60s and early "70s, Women
who were radicolized during the 1960s by
political debate and sexual Lliberation;
but the failure of radicalism to produce
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substantive change for womeh galvanhized
them to form consciousness—raising groups
ond set obout analysing, from different
perspectives, dominant cinema’s
construction of women 28l Differences
were particularly marked between

feminists oh either side of the Atlantic.

1972 saw the first feminist film festivals
in the US, and UK. as well as the first

feminist film journal, Women and Film,

Trailblazers from this period included
Claire Johnston and Laura Mulvey, who
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also orgonized the Women's Event at the
Edinburgh Film Festival 177 Other

theorists making a powerful impact on

feminist film include Teresa de Lauretis,
Anneke Smelik and Kaja Silverman.
Approaches in philosophy and
psychoonalysis fuelled feminist film
criticism, feminist independent film and

feminist distribution,

It hos been orgued that there are two
distinct approoches to independent,

theoretically inspired feminist filmmaking.
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'Deconstruction’ concerns itself with
anolysing and breaking down codes of
mainstream cihema, aiming to create a
different relationship between the
spectator and dominant cinema. The
second approoch, a feminist counterculture,
embodies feminine writing to investigate o
specifically feminine cinematic
Languoge 299 Some recent criticism2l of
'feminist film" approaches has centred

around. . Swedish rating system called

the Bechdel test,
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During the 1930s-1950s heyday of the
big Hollywood studios, the stotus of
women in the industry was abysmal 204
Since then female directors such as
Solly_Potter, Catherine Breillat, Claire
Denis ond Jane Campion hove mode art

movies, and. directors like Kathryn

Bigelow and Patty Jenkins have had
mainstreom success, | his progress
staghated in the 90s, and men outhumber
womeh five to onhe in behind the camera

roLes,[203][204]
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Politics
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British—born suffragist Rose Cohen become a victim

of Stalin's great tenror, executed in November

1937, two months ofter the execution of her Soviet
husband.
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Feminism had complex interactions with
the major political movements of the

twentieth century.

Socialism

Since the late nineteenth century, some
feminists have ollied with socialism,
whereos others have criticized socialist
ideology for being insufficiently
concerned about women's rights, August
Bebel, an early octivist of the German
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Social. Democratic Party (SPD), published
his work Die Frau und der Sozialismus,
Juxtaoposing the struggle for equal rights
betweeh sexes with social equality in
general. In 1907 there was an
International Conference of Socialist

Women in Stuttgart where suffroge waos
described as a tool of class struggle.
Clara Zetkin of the SPD called for
women's suffroge to build a “socialist

order, the only one that allows for a
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radical solutioh to the women's

question" [2051(206]

In Britain, the women's movement wos
allied with the Lobour party. In the U.S,
Betty Friedan emerged from o rodical
background. to toke leodership, Radical

Women is the oldest socialist feminist

organization in the U.S, and is still
active 221 Dyring the Spanish Civil War,
Dolores Ibarruri (La Pasionaria) led the
Communist Party of Spain. Although she

supported. equal rights for womeh, she
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opposed womeh Fighting onh the front and

clashed with the gharcha—feminist

Mujeres Libres!296]

Feminists in Ireland in the early 20th
century included the revolutionary Irish

Republican, suffragette ond socialist
Constance Markievicz who in 1918 was the

first womon elected to the British House

of _Commons, However, in Line with Sinn

Féin abstentionist policy, she would hot
take her seat in the House of

Commons 29l She was re—elected to the
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Second. Dail. in the elections of 1921144
She wos also a commonder of the Irish
Citizens Army which was led by the
socialist & self—described feminist, Irish
Leader Jomes Connolly during the 1916

Easter Rising 4l

Foscism

ﬂf-’"JULHACJ'A AHORA
VIMENTO FEMINISTA
—_———

i | :
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Chilean feminists protest agoinst the regime of
Augusto Pinochet

Fascism has been prescribed dubious
stances on feminism by its practitioners
ond by women's groups. Amongst other
demands concerhing social reform
presented in the Fascist manifesto in 1919
was expanding the suffroge to all Italion
citizens of age 18 and above, including
womeh Caccomplished only in 1946, after
the defeat of fascism) and eligibility for
all to stond for office from age 25. This
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demand was particularly chompioned by
special Fascist women's auxiliary groups
such as the fasci femminilli and only

partly realized in 1925, under pressure

from dictotor Benito Mussolini's more
[2121(213]

conservative coalition parthers,

Cyprion Blamires states that although
feminists were among those who opposed
the rise of Adolf Hitler, feminism has o
complicated relationship with the Nazi
movement as well, While Nazis glorified

troditional hotions of potriarchal society
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and its role for women, they claimed to
recoghize womeh's equality in
employment M4 However, Hitler and
Mussolini declared themseluves as opposed

218] ond ofter the rise of

to feminism<=—+
Nazism in Germony in 1933, there was a

ropid dissolution of the political rights

and. ecohomic opportunities thot feminists
had fought for during the pre—wor period
and to some extent during the 1920st206l
Georges Duby et al. note that inh practice

foscist society was hierarchical ond
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emphasized male virility, with women
maintaining a largely subordinate
positiont228l Rlomires also notes that
Neofascism has since the 1960s been
hostile towards feminism and advocates
thot womeh accept their traditional

roles" [214]

Civil rights movement and anti—racism

The civil rights movement has influenced

ond informed the feminist movement and
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vice versa. Many Western feminists
adopted the longuoge and theories of
black equality activism and. drew
parollels between women's rights and the
rights of non—white people 2=l Despite
the cohnections between the women's and
civil rights mouements, some tensions arose
during the late 1960s and the 1970s os
hon—white women argued that feminism waos
predominantly white, straight, and middle
class, and did nhot understand ond woas not

concerned with issues of race and



sexuality 8l Similarly, some women
argued. thot the civil rights movement

had sexist and homophobic elements and

did not adequately address minority
[215](2171[218] T hese

women's cohcerns,
criticisms created hew feminist social
theories about identity politics and the
intersections of racism, classism, and
sexism; they also generated hew feminisms
such as black feminism ond Chicana
feminism in oddition to making large

contributions to lLesbian feminism and
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other integrotions of queer of colour
[2191(2201(221]

identity,

Neoliberalism

Neoliberalism has been criticized by
feminist theory for having a hegative
effect on the female workforce
population across the globe, especiolly in
the global south. Masculinist assumptions
and objectives continue to dominate

economic and. geopolitical thinking 222177


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queer_of_color_critique
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoliberalism

Women's experiences in hon—industrialized
countries reveal often deleterious effects
of moderhizotion policies and undercut
orthodox claims that development

benefits everyone 2221175

Proponents of neoliberalism have
theorized that by increasing women's
participation in the workforce, there will
be heightened economic progress, but
feminist critics have noted that this
participation alone does hot further

equality in gender relations 223L166-78



Neoliberalism has failed to address
sighificant problems such as the
devaluation of feminized Llobour the
structural privileging of men ond
masculinity, and the politicization of
women's subordination in the family and
the workplace 222176 The "feminization
of employment" refers to o conceptual
charocterization of deteriorated and
devolorized Llabour conditions that are
Less desirable, meaningful, safe and
secure 2221177 Employers in the global



south have perceptions about feminine
Labour and seek workers who are
perceived to be undemonding, docile and
willing to accept low wages 2221180
Social constructs about feminized Llabour
have played o big part in this, for
instonce, employers often perpetuote
ideas obout women as ‘secondary income
earners to justify their lower rates of
pay ond not deserving of training or

promotion 2231189



Societal impact

The feminist movement hos effected
change in Western society, including
women's suffroge; greater access to
education; more hearly equitable pay with
meh; the right to initiote divorce
proceedings; the right of women to make
individual decisions regarding preghoncy
(including oaccess to controceptives and
obortion); and the right to owh

property



Civil rights

Participation in the Convention on the Elimination
of ALl Forms of Discrimination Against Women,

Signed and. ratified

Acceded or succeeded

Unrecognized. state, abiding by treaty

Only sighed

Non—sighatory



https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CEDAW_Participation.svg

From the 1960s on, the campoign for

women's rights22H wos met with mixed

results222! in the US, and the UK,
Other countries of the EEC agreed to
ensure that discriminatory lows would be
phased out across the European

Community.,

Some feminist campaighing also helped
reform attitudes to child sexual abuse,
The view that young girls cause men to
have sexual intercourse with them waos

replaced by that of men's responsibility


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Economic_Community
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_sexual_abuse

for their owh conduct, the men being
adults 226]

In the U.S, the National Organization for
Women (NOW) began in 1966 to seek
women's equality, including through the
Eaual Rights Amendment (ERA)ZL yhich
did not poss, although some states
enacted their own Reproductive rights in

the U.S. centred on the court decision in

Roe v._Wade enuncioting a womon's right

to choose whether to carry o preghancy

to term, Western women gained. more


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Organization_for_Women
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Organization_for_Women
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_Rights_Amendment
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_Rights_Amendment
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_Rights_Amendment#State_constitutions
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reproductive_rights
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roe_v._Wade

relioble birth control, allowing family

planning ond. coreers, The movement
started in the 1910s in the U.S, under
Margaret Sanger ond elsewhere under
Marie Stopes. In the final three decades

of the 20th century, Western women knew

a hew freedom through birth control,

which enabled women to plan their adult
Lives, often moking woy for both career

Qnd JCO.m'LL}’ [228]

The division of Labour within households
was offected by the increased entry of


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birth_control
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Sanger
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Stopes
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birth_control
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Division_of_labor

womeh into workplaces in the 20th

century. Sociologist Arlie Russell
Hochschild found. thot, in two—career
couples, men and women, on averoge, spend
obout equal amounts of time working, but
womeh still spend more time on

housework 2212301/ +hough Cathy Young

responded by arguing that women may

prevent equal participation by meh in
housework and. parentingt23 Judith K,
Brown writes, 'Women are most likely to

moke o substontial contribution when


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlie_Russell_Hochschild
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathy_Young

subsistence activities have the following
charocteristics: the participant is hot
obliged to be for from home; the tasks
are relatively monotonous and do not
require rapt cohcentration ond the work
is hot dangerous, con be performed. in
spite of interruptions, and is easily

resumed. once interrupted,'t£32]

In international law, the Convention on

the Elimination of ALL Forms of

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) is
an interhationol convention adopted by


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convention_on_the_Elimination_of_All_Forms_of_Discrimination_Against_Women

the United Nations General Assembly and
described as an international bill of

rights for women, It come into force in
(233]

those notions ratifying it <22

Jurisprudence

Feminist jurisprudence is a bronch of
Jurisprudence that examines the
relationship between women and law, It
addresses questions obout the history of

Legal and sociol biases against womeh and


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_of_rights
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurisprudence

obout the enhancement of their legal

rights =2t (23]

Feminist jurisprudence sighifies a reaction
to the philosophical opproach of modern
Legal scholars, who typically see the law

as o process for interpreting and

perpetuating a society's unhiversal,
gender—heutral ideals, Feminist legol
scholars claim that this fails to
acknowledge women's volues or legal
interests or the harms that they may

anticipate or experience 232


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy_of_law
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law#Legal_theory

L onguage

Proponents of gender—neutral language
argue that the use of genhder—specific
Language often implies male superiority ok
reflects an unequol stote of society:23¢]
According to The Handbook of English
Linguistics, generic masculine pronhouns and
gender—specific job titles are instonces
‘where English linguistic convention hos
historically treated men as prototypical

of the human species, 23/



Merriam—Webster chose 'feminism' as its
2017 Word of the Year noting thot "Word

of the Year is a quantitative measure of
n[238]

interest in o particular word.

Theology

Cmdr Adrienne Simmons speaking ot the 2008
ceremony for the only women's mosque in Khost
City, a symbol of proaress for arowina women's rights


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merriam-Webster
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:US_Navy_080123-N-3385W-028_Cmdr._Adrienne_Simmons,_medical_provider_for_Provincial_Reconstruction_Team_Khost_and_only_woman_on_the_team,_speaks_at_the_groundbreaking_ceremony_for_a_women%27s_mosque_and_park_in_downtown_Khost_City.jpg
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khost

— - (') - () () ()

in the Pashtun belt,

Feminist theology is o movement thot
reconsiders the traditions, proctices,
scriptures, and theologies of religions
from a. feminist perspective., Some of the
goals of feminist theology include
increasing the role of women among the
clergy and religious authorities,
reinterpreting male—dominated imogery
and Llanguage about God, determining

womeh's place in relotion to career and


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khost
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashtuns

motherhood, and studying imoges of women

in the religion's sacred texts!231l

Christian feminism is a branch of feminist

theology which seeks to interpret ond
understand Christionity in Light of the
equality of womenh and. men, and that this

interpretation is hecessary for a complete
understanding of Christionity. While there
is no stondard set of beliefs among
Christian feminists, most agree that God
does hot discriminate on the basis of sex,

and are involued in issues such as the


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_feminism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_egalitarianism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Christianity

ordination of women, male dominonce and
the balonce of parenting in Christian

marrioge, cloims of moral deficiency and

inferiority of womeh compared to meh,

ond the overall treatment of womenh in
the church [24-01(241]

Islamic feminists advocate women's rights,

gender equality, and social Jjustice

grounded within an Islamic framework,
Aduvocates seek to highlight the deeply
rooted. teachings of equality in the Quran

and encourage a questioning of the


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordination_of_women
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_views_on_marriage
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_feminism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_equality
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_justice
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_the_Quran

potriarchal interpretation of Islamic
teaching through the Quran, hadith
(soyings of Muhammad), ond sharia (Law)

towards the creationh of a more equal and
Jjust society2*2l Although rooted. in
Islam, the movement’s pioneers have also
utilized secular ond Western feminist
discourses and recoghize the role of
Islamic feminism os port of on integroted

global feminist movement %3]

Buddhist feminism is o. movement that
seeks to improve the religious, legal, and



https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharia#Women
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam_and_secularism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhist_feminism

social status of womeh within Buddhism, It

is an aspect of feminist theology which

seeks to advance and understond. the
equality of menh and womeh morally,
socially, spiritually, and in leadership
from o Buddhist perspective, The
Buddhist feminist Rita Gross describes
Buddhist feminism as "the radical

practice of the co—humanity of women
(244)

and. men,

Jewish feminism is a mouement thot seeks

to improve the religious, legal, and social


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_status
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Buddhism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_theology
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rita_Gross
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_feminism

status of women within Judaism and to

opeh up hew opportunities for religious
experience and leadership for Jewish
women, The main issues for early Jewish
feminists in these movements were the
exclusion from the oll—male prayer group
or minyan, the exemption from positive
time—bound mitzvuot, and women's inability
to function as withesses ond to initiate
divorce 2431 Many Jewish women have
become leaders of feminist movements

throughout their history 246l


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Judaism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minyan
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzvah
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_view_of_marriage#Divorce

Dianic Wicca is a feminist—centred

thealogy, 4+

Seculor or atheist feminists have engaged
in feminist criticism of religion, arguing
thot many religions have oppressive rules
towards womeh and misogynistic themes

and elements in religious
(2481(2491(250]
texts.[248][24 1(250]

Patriarchy


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dianic_Wicca
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thealogy
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atheist_feminism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misogynistic
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%22Female_Muslims-_The_tsar,_beys_and_khans_took_your_rights_away%22_%E2%80%93_Azeri,_Baku,_1921_(Mardjani).jpg

"Female Muslims— The tsan beys and khons took
your rights away' — Soviet poster issued in

Azerbaijon, 1921

Potriarchy is a social system in which
society 1is orgohized around male

authority figures, In this system, fathers


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%22Female_Muslims-_The_tsar,_beys_and_khans_took_your_rights_away%22_%E2%80%93_Azeri,_Baku,_1921_(Mardjani).jpg
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan

have authority over women, children, and
property. It implies the institutions of
male rule and privilege and is dependent
on female subordination22l Most forms of
feminism choracterize potriarchy as an
unjust sociol system thot is oppressive to
women, Carole Patemon argues that the
patriarchal distinction "betweeh
masculinity and femininity is the political
difference between freedom and

subjection™22l In feminist theory the

concept of patriarchy often includes all


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carole_Pateman
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_theory

the social mechanisms that reproduce and
exert male dominance over womenh,
Feminist theory typically charocterizes
potriarchy as a sociol construction, which
con be overcome by revealing ond
critically analyzing its manifestotions 2231
Some radical feminists have proposed. that
because poatriorchy is too deeply rooted
in society, separatism is the only viable

(254]

solution. Other feminists have

criticized these views os being anti—
[255)(256](25/]
meh.[ZSS][ZSéJ][ZS ]


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radical_feminism
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Separatist_feminism

Men and masculinity

Feminist theory has explored the social
construction of masculinity and its
implications for the goal of gender
equality. The social construct of
masculinity is seen by feminism as
problematic because it associotes males
with aggression ond. competition, and

reinforces patriarchal and unequal gender

relations 812381 Dotrinrchal cultures are

criticized for 'Limiting forms of



masculinity" available to men and thus
norrowing their Life choicest222l Some

feminists are engoged with men's issues
activism, such as bringing attention to

male rope and spousal battery and

addressing hegative sociol expectations
[2601(2611[262]

for men,

Male participation in feminism is
generally encouroged by feminists ond is
seenh as ah important strategy for

achieving full societal commitment to
gender equalityHOI263026%] Mony male




feminists and pro—feminists are active in
both women's rights activism, feminist
theory, and. masculinity studies, However,
some argue that while male engoagement
with feminism is hecessory, it is
problematic because of the ingrained
sociol influences of patriarchy in gender
relationst23l The consensus today in
feminist and masculinity theories is that
menh ond womehn should cooperote to
achieve the larger goals of feminismt221l

It has been proposed that, in large part,


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pro-feminism

this con be achieved through

considerations of women's agency, 268l

Reactions

Different groups of people have
responded to feminism, and both men and
womeh have beeh among its supporters and
critics, Among American university
students, for both men and women, support
for feminist ideas is more commoh than

self—identification as a
feminist [201268)209] THo US medio tends



https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agency_(sociology)

to portroy feminism negatively and
feminists "are less often associoted with
day—to—doy work/leisure activities of
regular women "2 Hoyover as recent
research has demonstroted, os people are
exposed to self—identified feminists and
to discussions relating to various forms of
feminism, their owh self—identificotion

with feminism increases 22l

Pro—feminism



Pro—feminism is the support of feminism
without implying thot the supporter is a
member of the feminist movement. T he
term is most often used in reference to
men who are octively supportive of
feminism, T he activities of pro—feminist
menh's groups include anti—violence work
with boys and young men in schools,
offering sexuol harassment workshops in
workplaces, runhing community educotion
campaighs, and counselling male

perpetrators of violence., Pro—feminist men



also moy be involued in men's heolth,
activism against pornogrophy including
anti—pornogrophy Llegislotion, men's studies,
ond the development of gender equity
curriculo. in schools., This work is
sometimes in colloboration with feminists

and women's services, such as domestic
[(2/731(274]

violence ond rope crisis centres,

Anti—feminism ond criticism of
feminism


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men%27s_studies

Anti—feminism is opposition to feminism in

some or all of its J‘orms[275]

In the nineteenth century, onti—feminism
wos mainly focused on opposition to
women's suffroge. Later, opponents of
women's entry into institutions of higher
Learning argued that education wos too
great a physical burden on women, Other
anti—feminists opposed women's entry into
the lobour force, or their right to Join
unions, to sit on juries, or to obtain birth

control and. control of their sexualityl2Lol



Some people have opposed feminism on
the grounds that they believe it is
contrary to traditional values or religious
beliefs. These anti—feminists argue, for
exomple, that sociol acceptonce of
divorce and non—married women is wrong
ond harmful, and that men and women are
fundamentally different ond thus their
different traditional roles in society
should be maintained LAZIBI27) Opoy

anti—feminists oppose women's entry into

the workforce, political office, and the



voting process, as well as the lessening of
(2801(281]

male authority in families,

Writers such as Camille Paglia, Christina

Elizabeth Fox—Genovese, Lisa Lucile

Owens232l ond Daphne_Patai oppose some
forms of feminism, though they identify as
feminists, They argue, for example, thot
feminism often promotes misandry ond the
elevation of women's interests above

men's, and criticize radical feminist

positions as harmful to both men and


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camille_Paglia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christina_Hoff_Sommers
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Bethke_Elshtain
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misandry

woment283l Daphne Patai and Noretta
Koertge argue thot the term "anti—
feminist” is used to silence academic
debate about feminism 2842831 | g
Lucile Owens argues that certain rights
extended exclusively to women are
potriarchal because they relieve women
from exercising a cruciol aspect of their

morol agency 266l

Secular humanism


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daphne_Patai
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noretta_Koertge

Secular humanism is an ethical framework
thot attempts to dispense with anhy

unreasoned dogma, pseudoscience, and
superstition, Critics of feminism sometimes
ask "Why feminism and hot humanism?",
Some humanists argue, however, that the
goals of feminists and humanists largely
overlop, and the distinction is only in
motivation, For example, a humanist may
consider obortion in terms of o utilitarion
ethical fromework, rother than considering

the motivation of any particular woman in


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secular_humanism

getting on abortion, In this respect, it is
possible to be a humanist without being a
feminist, but this does not preclude the
existence of feminist humanism 28612871
Humanism plays a significant role in
protofeminism during the renaissance
period inh such that humanists made
educoted women a populor figure despite
the challenge to the male potriarchal

orgonization of society. 2881

See also
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a. Laura Brunell ond Elinor Burkett
(Encyclopoedia Britannica, 2019):
'Feminism, the belief in sociol,
economic, and political equality of

the sexes"!
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